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Introducing INOX Noir

WDS is proud to announce the launch of its new INOX Noir rangeof chemically blacked stainless steel products.
303 and 316 stainless steel products are hot treated, resulting in components with improved water and chemical
resistance, as well as additional aesthetic appeal. The process, also known as black oxide treatment, coats the
surface of the steel with a thin black oxide (magnetite) layer, creating a matte black finish ideal for harsher
conditions and chloride-rich environments.

Revolutionising Form And Function

Unlike painted coatings which can chip and peel, the blacking process forms an integrated layer directly onto
the steel itself, enhancing its inherent corrosion resistance. The treatment does not affect the fastener's
dimensions or fit, ensuring compatibility with high-precision components. The result is a modern, sleek black
finish that brings both visual appeal and superior functionality to any project where aesthetics are key.

“The Noir coating is durable, is resistant to rust and other forms of corrosion via its chromium content, and
becomes a thin, invisible, self-repairing layer of steel” says Mark Moody, Sales and Marketing Director at WDS
Components. “These properties allow INOX Noir components to be used through many extreme conditions. The
range is competitively priced, low maintenance, very sustainable, and most importantly we think it looks great.”

Almost all of the WDS 316 stainless steel range can be treated with the Noir process if requested.

A Stylish Fit For Harsh Environments

The combination of corrosion resistance and an attractive finish makes WDS INOX Noir components perfect for
high-end automotive, entertainment, stage and screen, or aerospace applications where both performance and
style matter. The matte black finish reduces light reflection, ideal for visible structures, furniture, stage or
outdoor filming setups, or modern design elements. Blackened fasteners are often chosen for their sleek look
and functional durability in high-tech devices and electronic components.

Test Results Prove Durability

WDS sent 40 steel fasteners to an independent third party to be rigorously tested; we tested our INOX Noir
products against the same products in different materials, using a 240-hour salt spray test to ASTM B117-19
standards. The batch included a mixture of WDS INOX Noir fasteners in 316 stainless steel, a leading
competitor’s blacked A1 stainless steel, WDS natural 316 INOX stainless steel and WDS blacked mild steel
fasteners. Only the WDS INOX Noir range remained unaffected by the exposure to salt water throughout the
test, clearly outperforming the other tested products and proving its suitability for almost any outdoor
application or chemically exposed environment.

Conclusion
The WDS INOX Noir range represents a significant advancement in both the aesthetics and functionality of

stainless steel fasteners. Whether for high-performance automotive, aerospace, or design-focused applications,
INOX Noir delivers long-lasting durability and style.

Read more about the WDS INOX Noir range and see the test results here:
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when it was known as the “Woodside Die Sinking Company,” our range of
products is characterised by unrivalled choice, high quality, and superior
performance at competitive prices. Equipment manufacturers, maintenance
engineers, small businesses and individuals internationally rely on WDS’ large
selection of components, standard parts and machine accessories, and we are
proud to serve some of the most prestigious companies in the world. Our “Stock
Guarantee” promises that over 98% of our range is on hand, and can be shipped
the same day from our global distribution centre in the UK using best-in-class
couriers.

Our commitment to engineering excellence is delivered through continuous
improvement. The experience of our in-house engineers spans decades,
combining a highly experienced technical team and the next generation of
graduate engineers who concentrate on the latest developments in design and
manufacturing technology.

Our website WDSCOMPONENTS.COM offers our entire product catalogue online;
customers can order at their convenience 24/7. CAD models are free to download
and compatible with industry standard software. Our technical and customer care
teams are committed to ensuring customer satisfaction.

WDS Components is the home of standard parts and machine accessories.



